Tu BShvat Seder

Name: Shira Zeliger





School: York University

 
Name/ Date/ Location of Event: Tu BShvat Seder/15th of Shvat/Hillel lounge

 
Program Information
 

Program Description: 
Using classic Jewish texts as well as some more contemporary poems and articles, KOACH and YAVNEH OLAMI (the Orthodox group on campus) put together a joint seder for this holiday. We went through the traditional brachot for the foods we were eating and had some interesting discussions. 

 
Program Goals: 
To unite Conservative and Orthodox students on campus and create a program through which each group can have a part, feel comfortable in participating. We also had the goal of educating the general campus community (particularly Jewish students) about this wonderful holiday  

 

Target Population: 
Jewish students (and any other students on campus who heard about it)

 

Frequency of program: 
once a year (although Rosh Hashana and Pesach sedarim can also be planned - all you really need is the special food for that time of year) 

 

Number of students who participated in program: 40

 

Planning process: 
create a Tu B’shvat haggadah (using a variety of sources), edit and then photocopy it, reserve a room on campus or in Hillel, publicize the event through email, in person, phone, flyers, word of mouth, purchase food for the event, plan who will say which brachot or plan to go around in a circle - either way, make this program as participatory as possible, set up the food, plates, haggadot, have fun! 

 

Supplies: 
haggadot, grape juice (white and purple), grain product, grapes, dates, pomegranates, olives, figs, a plant (or supplies for planting seeds) 

 

Budget: 150 dollars

 

 Publicity: phone, flyer, email, in person

 

 

Program Follow up
 

Suggestions for someone who plans a similar program: Join up with the Reform or Orthodox group on campus for this, take a look at the haggadah for this program (KOACH has a copy) but see if you can tweak it for your campus. Have fun with the program, bring in poems, stories, songs and perhaps even the campus Rabbi or yourself to lead a discussion. 

 

 How did program impact students: Students learned about the holiday and had a fun time too. It also united Jews across denominations 

