Bedouin Tent Night
Name: Audrey Bloomberg





School: Michigan State University

Date/ Location of Event: March 21, 2006, MSU Hillel

Program Information

Program Description: Bedouin Tent Night replicated a Bedouin Tent just like those in Israel. There was free Hookah and Israeli style food, catered from a local Israeli restaurant. We also had Israeli music playing throughout the entire night. 

Program Goals:  Promote Israel programs, study abroad, and Birthright israel
Target Population: students interested in learning more about Israel, students interested in learning about program opportunities in Israel and those who participated in various programs in Israel

Frequency of program: once, although students wanted another program like this again

Number of students who participated in program: approximately 50-60

Planning process: combined program with the Grinspoon Israel Intern, Women’s program’s chair, and other representatives from the Jewish Student Union. We met about 3-4 times throughout the entire process starting with a general brainstorming session, and then split up the responsibilities: food, music, publicity, decorations etc. By the third meeting we had established a budget and attempted to apply for a grant, which we did not receive. We also met with our Program Associate for two out of the four meetings to keep Hillel informed.

Supplies: Food: Hummus, Pita, Falafel, Babaganoush, Israeli Salad, water and pop to drink

1) Decorations: Colorful tapestries hung from the walls and ceilings to get the feel of the authentic Bedouin Tent, low tables (we took 8 ft tables, folded the legs under, and put them on milk crates and covered with table clothes), dim lighting to recreate the outdoors effect

2) Music: popular Israeli artists, we had a couple people bring in their CD’s and I-pods

3) Hookah: we had 2 Hookahs that were lent to us by a student including his Nargila. We had to go and get Coals, and ended up not getting enough to last the night.

Budget: Food: $780


Decorations: Free (collected from various students)


Hookahs: Free (donated Nargila and Coals)


Music: Free


Publicity: Free (all done in-house)

Publicity: on monthly calendar, in the weekly Hillel email, flyers around Hillel, announced at the previous Shabbat dinner, used palm cards distributed in the dorms to Jewish students, word of mouth.

Program Follow up

Suggestions for someone who plans a similar program: 
If possible this would be a lot of fun outside if the weather is nice, coming from Michigan it is really hard to judge the weather. I would also estimate better on food, we ended up having a lot left over and paid quite a lot for food (where most of our budget was spent). This program does not necessarily need structure either, a lot of the fun of the program was students just coming together, eating, smoking hookah, and talking. Without much prompting, much of the conversations were centered on Israel. I would also suggest that the decorations include pictures from previous Birthright Trips and other programs as well.

How did program impact students: 

It brought up conversations about experiences in Israel between students that probably would not have happened if it had not been for this program. Bedouin Tent Night also gave an opportunity for students to ask questions and find out more information about MSU’s study abroad opportunities to Israel and Birthright israel.
