
A TORAH OF JUSTICE - A VIEW FROM THE RIGHT? – TEXT 1

MISHNAH GITTIN 4:2
Initially, the husband could convene a bet din in another location in order to annul his get, but Rabban Gamliel the Elder
made a decree [hitkin] that this should not be done, for reasons of tikkun olam.  Initially he [the husband] could
change his name or his wife’s name, the name of his city or her city.  Rabban Gamliel the Elder made a decree [hitkin]
that what should be written was, “Mr X and all the names he has/Mrs X and all the names she has” – for reasons of
tikkun olam.

• What does the term tikkun olam/ha-olam mean in these texts?
• Can you extrapolate a greater principle of social justice from that?  What is it?
• Do you think the principle can be described as ‘conservative’ or ‘liberal’?  Why/why not?
• Is that principle applicable to us today?  How?
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MISHNAH GITTIN 4:6
If a person sells their slave to a non-Jew outside of the land of Israel, the slave must be set free.  We do not ransom 
captives for more than their value because of tikkun ha-olam.  And we do not help captives to escape, because of
tikkun ha-olam.  Rabban Shimon ben Gamliel says, because of the welfare [takanah] of the captives.  We do not buy
books, tefillin or mezuzot from non-Jews for greater than their value because of tikkun ha-olam.
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A TORAH OF JUSTICE - A VIEW FROM THE RIGHT? – TEXT 2

BABYLONIAN TALMUD, KETUBOT 52B
[Rabban Shimon ben Gamliel ruled:] “We do not ransom captives for more than their value, because of tikkun 

ha-olam”.  Hence, we should redeem them for their actual value, even if the cost of a [female] captive’s ransom is
greater than that of her ketubah.  But contrast the following teaching: “If a woman is captured, and her captors demand
any sum up to ten times her ketubah, he [her husband] must pay it the first time the demand is made.  If it is for more
than that, he can ransom her if he wishes to, but if not, he does not have to.”  Rabban Shimon ben Gamliel says: If the
cost of her ransom is equivalent to her ketubah, he must redeem her, and if not, then not.

• What does the term tikkun olam/ha-olam mean in this text?
• Can you extrapolate a greater principle of social justice from that?  What is it?
• Do you think the principle can be described as ‘conservative’ or ‘liberal’?  Why/why not?
• Is that principle applicable to us today?  How?
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