
SOCIAL JUSTICE: AN INTRODUCTION – TEXT 4

JERUSALEM TALMUD, NEDARIM 9:5
‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself’ (Leviticus 19:18) – Rabbi Akiva says, this is the fundamental principle of
the [whole] Torah, because if you keep this commandment, you will be saved from multiple transgressions.  Ben
Azzai says, ‘This is the book of the generations of man’ (Genesis 5:1) – so as to teach you that all human beings came
from a single parent – is a greater fundamental principle than ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself’, since at the
end of that verse it says, ‘In the image of God he made him [man].’  When a person [lit. man] considers that, he will
take extreme care for the dignity1 of another person.  The reason for this principle being more important is that it is
bipartite: a person who takes care for another person’s dignity, aware of the dignity of that person’s creator (since
the person is in the image of God), will take care all the more not to defraud God, and will be energetic to perform
commandments in order to honor The Holy One.

• What is the difference between Rabbi Akiva’s view and Ben Azzai’s?
• What does it mean for all human beings to have come from one parent?
• What exactly is the bipartite process described at the end of the text?
• How might this text apply to our quest for social justice?
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STUDY QUESTIONS

1 This word could also be translated, ‘honor’
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