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Rabbi Shimon ben Yochai said, “This verse is difficult to recite and it is impossible for one’s mouth to 
explain it.  [For example, let us say there were] two gladiators that were standing and fighting before 
the King [for the king’s entertainment].  If the king wanted to separate them, he could.  And if he [the 
king] did not want to separate them, one gladiator could overtake the other and kill him.  The one who 
was about to die may cry out, ‘Who will intercede for me before the King’ [as it is only the king 
himself who can stop the fighting]?  Similarly [we understand], ‘the voice of your brother’s blood cries 
out to me from the earth.’” 
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