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The {:o”owing materials have been created bg K OACH for the enhancement of
your on-campus Programming. Theg are designe& to be acﬁustable based on the
desires of the students and the available time. Eac]ﬁ Packct contains: a text sheet
thatis reac]9 to be Photo copiec], background materials and a facilitator guide. The
background materials and facilitator guide are designed to help you create
conversations around the materials and to create connections between the materials

and to&ag’s life. ]1C we can be of additional help P]ease contact us at estrin@uscj.org.
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Shmini Atzeret

Stag with me a bit longer

Vayikra (I eviticus) 23:36
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... on the eighth dag, it shall be a ho!y gathering for you, and you shall bring afire
omcmccring to (od; itis a dag of assemblg/c]etcntion (atzcrct/:c), and you may not
do any work.

Bamic”)ar (N umbers) 29:35-36
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On the eight c{ay you shall have an asscmblg/rcmain (atzcrctﬁc): you shall do no
work. You shall offer a burnt ogering, a sacrifice made bg fire, of a sweet savour

to the Lorc], a sing]c bu”, a sing!e ram...
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Babqlonian Talmuc], Sukkah 55b
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The single bull whg [is it brought]? []t] corresPonc{s to the singular nation [of
|srael]. T his can be comParecl to a king of flesh and blood who said to his
servants: “Prepare forme a great bar\quet.” [(\When it came] to the final d89 he
said to his beloved [companion]: “Prcpare for me a small meal so | may enjoy your

[compang]. (Rashi: ] derive P]casure from your company alonc.)

Rashi on Vayikra (| eviticus) 2%:36
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Remain with me. | ike a king who invites his children to a banquet of several
dags and when it comes time to g0, he said to them; my children, “Please

stay with me one more &39, your ]caving is hard for me.”
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Background Materials

Shmini Atzeret

Sh’mini Atzeretis the onlg festival mentioned in the Torah without a reason for its observance.
Origina”g, this was a one day festival immediate!g Fo”owing the seven clags of SLlH(Ot. Toclag)
outside of |srael, Sh'mini Atzeret is observed for two clags (the second being called Simhat

Torah) each with their own characteristics.

One major part of Sukkot is the necessity forthe Jewish Pcople to gathcr togethcr as _Jews
under the sukkah. Each dag we invite different ushpizin (guests) tojoin us. ln Temple times, during
Sukkot, 70 bulls were sacrificed over the course of the seven clags, cach rePresenting one of the
70 nations of the world. On Sh’mini Atzeret, a sing]e bull was Erouglﬁt rcPresenting |srael.

Shimini Atzeret is a festival dedicated to Aéc/ut(the unity) of the Jewish Peop]e. Toclay, on this
clay, we begin the process of leaviﬂg the sukkah and retuming to our homes, we move from the
universal themes of Sukkot to the intimacy between a Pcoplc and their Maker. Onc theme is to be
concerned with the children of |srael and the Messianic rejoicing over peace among the nations and

the enjogment of undisturbed communion with (hod takes Prioritg over all else.
This year Shimini Atzeret begins the evening of October 6 througl'l October 7, 2004

The Halakha Ucwislﬂ | aw) of Sh'mini Atzeret

As afestival in its own right Sh'mini Atzeret omits most of the observances of Sukkot. A]though
one no Ionger dwells in the sukkah, Kic}dush (and the Shehebiganu Hessing} should be recited
there without the brakha (Hessing) of “leshev bsukkal (to sitin the sukkamv

Several acﬁus’cmen’cs are made in the davening (Prager service) with Perhaps the most signhcicant
being the recital of the Frager for Rain “mashiv haruah u’mor/'a/féagesﬁcnf’ (Who makes the wind
blow and the rains Fa”) during the Musaf Amidal’x]. Tradition teaches that the Pcop!c |srael are
beingjuclged forrain cluring Sukkot and now that the need to dwell in the sukkah has Passed,
Sh’miﬂi Atzeret, the beginning of the raing season in ]srae], is proper time to begin to Praise the

make of rain. Yizkor (memorial Pragcr) is also recited.

! The prayer for rain was composed by Rabbi Eleazar Ha-Kallir, also the author of the Hoshanot recited throughout Sukkot,
during the end of the sixth century in Israel.
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Facilitator (quide

This guicie is ciesigned to Provicie a Picthora of information so that you can determine the route
that you would like your discussions to take. Aithougi‘i itis designed as a Progression, itis not
necessary to Proceeci from beginning to end. E_aci“i section can stand on it’s own or be combined
with another. “Section | hree - Questions to (Consider” are brainstorming Points for other
conversations. \We have included some, but not a”, Possible answers as discussion Points. Use the
Pacicet in its entirety or choose parts based on the time you have available and the students in your
group. The guicic is not meant to be compiotc but rather a taste of some of the information

available on the topio

GOALS:
o A cieepcr uncierstanding of Si'i’mini Atzeret and its relevance tociag.
o A discussion about Jewisi‘n uni’cg and our re]ationsi‘nip to (God.

Vocabuiarg
Sh'mini - eigixtii
Atzeret — to retain, to hold back, to tarry (Rasi‘niz> from the root atzar - to stop. u:scci inan
affectionate way;

— assomblg (Oni(elo; in his Tacgum (translation))

? Perhaps the best known and most basic of all commentators, Rav Shlomo Yitzchaki (son of Yitzchak) lived in Troyes,
France from 1040 until 1105

3 Second centuray translator of the Hebrew Bible into Aramaic, his work later being given the title Targum Onkelos. A
proselyte, he gained the respect of the leading Hebrew scholars of his day.
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Section One - Biblical Backgrouncl; (Front page of text sheet)

Ti*iis section is ciesigrieci to give the biblical backgrouncl of the i'ioliciag of Si*i’mini Atzeret and to
set the stage for the two midrashim that follow. ]t can casiiy be summarized bg the facilitator if time
does not Permit a full discussion. You can look at the Pasukim (verses) in their biblical context of

verba”g exPiain their context.

5ui<i<ot is granteci the extension of an extra day based on \/ayikra (Leviticus) 2%:%36 and
Bamic”aar (Numbers) 29:35. The verse in \/ayikra is in the midst of a listing of various ho]idays

that we are to observe once we have entered the land of ]srae]. ln Bamidbar, the verse follows a

detailed list of the sacrifices to be offered each of the ciags of Sukkot.

Qpestions to Consider

o \Whatis this hoig dag?

° Whg is it a &ay of ‘detention’? & what does that mean?

° Wi‘:g migi‘:t (God have granted this additional ciag to Sukkot but not Fesab or Shavuot?

o) On these three hoiiciays the ]sraeiites would come to the Tempie. f:rom Fesab to

Shavuo’c is seven weeks, Siiavuot to Sui&ot —four months, Sukkot to Fesah — siX
or seven months of winter. Feri‘:aps (God was anticipating the iong span of time
before the Peop]c would return and wantcdjust a little more time with them before

ti’\@ﬁ left.
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Section two Midrashic Concepts ~ (back page of text sheet)

]Fgou are onlg able to focus on one of the two midrashim that Fo”ow, ] suggest that you use

Kasl’xi’s version as it lends itself to some fantastic conversations.

Babglonian T almud Succah 55b

T his section is found in the midst of a discussion regarding the significance of the 70 bulls
being offered for sacrifice cluring Sukkot. T he text takes a short detour to ask wl‘vy on
Sh’miﬂi Atzeret onlg a single bullis brought. The Ta]mucl had Previouslg stated that the
70 bulls of Sukkot referred to the 70 nations. |n this section, the text states that the one
bull of Sh’mini Atzeret refers to ]sracl and continues with the mas/m/(Parable) about the
king

Questions about the text to consider.
° W!"IO does the king rePresent’? The servant? The beloved?
o (God, the nations of the world) B’nai Yisrae] (chi]clren of lsrael)
° W!‘lg a does the king first ask his servant to prepare a great banquet and on]y
afterwards ask his beloved to prepare a small banquet’?
o Whg notjust go straiglﬁt to the small banquet with his beloved?
e Whatdo you make of Kaslﬂi’s comment?
° What is the Point of this mashal:
0 During SUkko’c, the entire world has a part to Plag while on Sh’mini Atzeret
]srae] alone is to sPend time with God.

Discussion ques’cions.
° What do you think about this concept of taking care of everyone and then having
extra for the favorites? |s it goocl? s it selfish?

° What might the goals be? Are there other ways to accomplish the same goals’?
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Rashi on Vayikra (|_eviticus) 23:36

\/er9 similar in idea to the section from Ta]mucl but with some differences that can be
fleshed out into some great conversations about our re]a’cions}wip with (GGod, (God'’s
presence in our livesJ etc.. Have them do a comparison between the two & discuss the

differences & the different outtakes from them.

destions about the text to consider.
e [TJowis this version dhclcerent/similar to the one found in Ta]mucl?
o) TI’IC Ta!mud version Preceded Rasl’ﬂ'.
o) Who is the king, children, beloved? Does it make a difference if we are
referred to as servants or children?

o Whatis Rashi trying to convey that does not exist in the | almud version?

° ]s there angthing about the way the storg is relaged that catches your eges’?

0 YOUR Parting is hard for M. What do you make of it?

(Questions to consider.

Assumiﬂg that the King is a stand in for Gocl...
° YOUR Par’cing is difficult for ML .

o) W!"IO is leaving’? [How do we norma“y Phase this? “Farting is such sweet
sorrow,” “when we Part”. Tﬂpica”g it is a dual action but not here. On19 we
are icaving

. What does that mean?
- Does God everleave us?
» When might we draw closer to (God? Socia! action, prayer,
tzedakah...
] The Parting is difficult for Godv Whg? ]s it more difficult for C]ocl oris (sod being
self serving? What do you think of this?
e Who else is Parting‘?

o Weare Parting from each other. How? When we are united we have a
common idcntitg as God’s children. When we are not we idcnti{g ourselves
with other labels. What might thcg be?

o) Consider- that on Sh’mini Atzeret we can think about “W}wat is a Jew?”

rather than the oft rcpeatcd question “Whois a_Jew?”
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o [Does the addition of one more dag make the Par’cing easier?
o [oes the additional day increase our connection to (3od?
o) How do we relate the question to our own lives?
o) Do you like short goodbges or long gooc{bges’.’ Wl’\g?
° ]s there a difference in being ’cogether with everyone and onlg the “favorites” bcing
there?
0 ]5 there a difference being there with everyone first & onlg then being singlecl

out verses being singled out initia”g?
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Section three - Other Possible discussion Points

° Sukkot, in fact every other Hag (holi&ag) has speci)cic mitzvot attached to it. Only
Sh’miﬂi Atzeret has none. What can we learn from this?

o) Our attention is to be turned to spemding time togetl'xcr as Klal Yisracl
(Jewish Communitg) and with (hod.

] On Sukkot we are commanded to reside in the sukkah. l‘c is the ultimate equalizer.
Everyone, ricl’v—Poor, learncd—simple, alike live in these shakg, bough~covered huts
for seven dags. On Sh'mini Atzeret we remain in the sukkah but it is no longer a
mitzvah. We remain toge’cher as one without the outward exPression. Whg?

0 Frovicles a time of transition from the oneness to the individualness of the
remainder of the year.

@) Allows us to concentrate on establishing that oneness for our own sakes
rather than for the sake of God.

o Discussin relation to K]al Yisrae] and the various “groups” oFJews ’coc}ay.

° Bg the time Sh’mini Atzeret and Simbat T orah arrive we are tired from so many
Eolidays. Rosh [HaShannah and Yom KiPPur challenge us emotiona”g and Sukkot
Physica”g We may bg this Point feel relieved that the holidags are done. Sh'mini
Atzeret shows us that we should feel the oPPosite, that we should not be so cager
to leave. ls this realistic? fﬂow canwe l’lC]P to make this happen?

e \Whatcan we, the bcloved, do on Sl’w’mini Atzeret to emplﬂasis/stréngtlﬂcn this
relationship with (Giod?
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Additional Resources

e A Guideto Jewish Kelig;ious Fractice by ]saac Klein. The Jewish Thcologica] Seminarg
of America. 1992.

o Seferha] oda-ah bg Nachman Bulman. 1962. T ranslated into English as | he Pook of
Our Heritage }33 E]iyahu Kitow Feldheim Fublishers. 1968.

] Simchas Torah bg Kabbi Moshe Lieber. Mesorah Fub]ications) Itd. 1996.

° http://www.ou.org/chag;im/shmini~simc1’xat/clegau!t.htm

° http://wwwjamci.org;.il/education/Festiv]s/’cisE/ﬁ 7.h’cml

° http://wwwchaburas‘org;/shmini/html

Additional T ext Resources

o DPabylonian T almud Sukkot47a, 55b
o PBamidbar Rabbah 21:24

° Mi&rash Tchi“im 109

° Ya]ku‘c Shimoni, Farasl‘}at Finclwas 782
o /ohar|é4a-b

° Zohar ” 87a

o Zoharll]32a
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