 THE MAROM PROGRAM IN SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT 

AND ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE

The Conservative Movement in North America and its constituent arms, the United Synagogue of Conservative Judaism, the KOACH College Outreach Program and MERCAZ USA, are proud to announce the opening of “The MAROM Program in Sustainable Development and Environmental Justice” in the Overseas Student Program at the Ben-Gurion University of the Negev.

The MAROM Program, opening this Fall ’08, is a historic partnership between Ben- Gurion University and the Conservative Movement.

This pioneering track of study has been designed to enable students interested in environmental studies and Jewish studies to pursue these fields in a unique socio-economic and socio-political context:  the Negev Desert in Israel.  

The general Sustainable Development course is based on two independent semesters, each worth one full semester of university credit.  The MAROM Program is focused on the first semester in Yeroham.  MAROM Students will have the opportunity either to return to their home universities at the end of the semester or continue in the second semester course or another track at Ben-Gurion University for the Spring semester.

In addition to the regular studies, workshops, research and volunteer activities, students in the MAROM track – an acronym for “Mercaz Ruchani u'Masorti” (the center for spirituality and masoret/tradition), which is the worldwide organization of Conservative/Masorti students and young adults – will enjoy the special support and benefit that only a Conservative Movement program provides.  This includes:

1. The observance of Shabbat and kashrut

2. The availability of daily student-led egalitarian prayer services

3. Weekly sessions with a Masorti-affiliated madrich 
4. Monthly shabbatonim at a variety of Conservative/Masorti institutions including the United Synagogue’s Fuchsberg Jerusalem Center

The estimated cost of the one-semester program, including three-week summer ulpan, is $10,500.  Students will be eligible to apply for $2,000 MASA grants.

Application procedure:  Print out this flyer, sign and date and add to the regular Overseas Studies application.  Click here: [http://web2.bgu.ac.il/CISP/Documents/Sustainable.html] for the general overview of the Sustainable Development Program.  Go to http://www.bgu-osp.org and click on the Application Forms link on the bottom bar and select Main Application.  You will see the Sustainable Development Program option in the application.
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